NAPOLEON:   THE  LAST PHASE
home an elaborate plan for the reorganization of the Theatre Frangaise. This, of course, was to impress his staff with the ease and detachment of his mind, and France with the conviction that the administration of the empire was carried on from Moscow with the same universal and detailed energy as in Paris. Later on, when he had to avow overwhelming calam-ities, he ended the ghastly record of the twenty-ninth bulletin by the announcement that the health of the Emperor had never been better. He calculated that this sentence would display him as the semi-divinity superior to misfortune, and maintain France in the faith that, after all, his well-being was the one thing that signified : that armies might pass and perish so long as he survived. It was inspired, perhaps, by a recollection of the sovereign sanctity with which Louis XIV. had sought to encompass himself. It was, at any rate, the assertion of an overpowering in-dividuality. We have something of the same nature in our own annals, though widely differing in degree and in conception. It is said that the order for the famous signal of Trafalgar, " England expects every man to do his duty/' ran at first, "Nelson expects every man to do his duty/' The sense of individ-uality, sublime in the admiral before the supreme vic-tory, revolted mankind with the apparent selfishness of the general, who had led a nation to court and undergo disaster, in the very hour of catastrophe. And yet mankind, perhaps, was hardly just. The asser-tion of personality had been, in Napoleon's case, such a strength that he could not afford to dispense with it even when it seemed inopportune. And we must remember that those who took part in the Russian cam-testify that the first question, the first anxiety 106not likely to fulfil, with success, functions of extreme delicacy. Sir Hudson, however, regarded Napoleon as a British gen-
